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1. Pauline Vanier. 1898-1991. One of the few Canadians honoured by France for her services with the Jacques Cartier
Medal, she stood with her husband, Georges, in all of his diplomatic postings and as Governor General of Canada.
2. Portia White.1911-1968. In 1944 she became the first black Canadian woman to appear in the New York Town Hall.
An extraordinary contralto, her career was hampered by prejudice against black artists in this era..
3. Laura Secord. 1775-1868. In the war of 1812 she walked 30 km to warn the British soldiers of impending attack. And
the famous candy company? Founded in 1913, the name represented courage, loyalty & devotion to Canada.
4. Pitseolak 1904-1983. A widow who was encouraged the widow to carve, sew and draw scenes from her memories of
the traditional way of life, her art works are now located in galleries and private collections around the world.
5. Adelaide Sophia Hoodless. 1857-1910. She was an educational reformer who was the founder of the
international organization known as the Women’s Institutes.
6. Jenny Trout 1841-1921. Since no Canadian medical school accepted women, she studied in the United States. In
1875, she became the first woman licensed to practice medicine in Canada.
7. Julie Payette. 1963 - . This engineer was chosen as an astronaut in 1992 and went into space 1999. Did you know
that this Canadian astronaut plays piano and has sung with the Montreal symphonic Orchestra Chamber Choir?
8. Ethel Catherwood. 1908-1987. It was the last day of the 1928 Olympic Games, that she won a gold medal for
Canada in the high jump. She is a member of the Canadian Sports Hall of Fame.
9. Henrietta Louise Edwards. 1849-1931. One of the “Famous Five” women who took the famed Canadian "Persons
Case" to England and had Canadian women declared” persons” under the law.
10. Maude Abbott. 1869 - 1940. This doctor wrote a successful medical paper, but a male friend had to present it since
women were not admitted to the presentation hall. She founded the Federation of Medical Women of Canada.
11. Emily Murphy. 1868-1933. She became the first woman in the British Empire to become a judge. She was also a
member of the Famous Five who would be part of the Persons Case in 1929.
12. Jeanne Sauvé. 1922 -1993. A journalist and politician, in 1980 she became the first woman appointed as Speaker of
the House of Commons in Ottawa and became the first woman to be appointed Governor General of Canada in 1984.
13. Judy LaMarsh. 1924-1980. A lawyer, educator and politician this colourful, flamboyant woman, introduced the
Canada Pension Plan. As Secretary of State she presided over the 1967 Centennial year celebrations with flair.
14. Marguerite Bourgeoys. 1620-1700. She founded the Congregation de Notre-Dame de Montreal to encourage
young women to work for their community with Devine guidance. The Sisters taught and set up schools in New
France.
15. Idola Saint-Jean. 1880-1945. She is best remembered for her dedication to the fight for women's rights, specifically
the right to vote in her home province of Quebec.
16. Fanny “Bobbie” Rosenfeld. 1903-1969. She was a member of the 1928 Olympic team winning silver and gold
medals A member of the Sport Hall of Fame, in 1950 she was Canada's woman athlete of the half century.
For more information on these women and other Famous Canadian Women who have appeared on Canadian stamps check the web site
http://famouscanadianwomen.com
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